
AMENDED CONVENTION 

EST AB LISHING THE EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR 

MEDIUM-RANGE WEATHER FORECASTS 

Amended Convention (August 2005) 



The States Parties to this Convention: 

ACKNOWLEDGING that weather-related threats to life and health, and to economy and property, are 
increasingly important; 

CONVINCED that the improvement of medium-range weather forecasts contributes to the proteetion 
and safety of the population; 

CONVINCED FURTHER that the scientific and technica! research carried out for this purpose provides 
a valuable stimulus to the development of meteorology in Europe; 

CONSIDERJNG that, to achieve this purpose and these obje.ctives, resources on a scale exceeding those 
normally practicabie at national level are needed; 

NOTING the importance for the European economy of a considerable impravement in medium- range 
weather forecasts; 

REAFFIRMING that the establishment of an autonomous European centre with international status is the 
appropriate means to attain this purpose and these objectives; 

CONVINCED that such a centre can make valuable contributions to developing the scientific basis for 
environmental monitoring; 

NOTJNG that such a centre can alsoassist in the post-university training of scientists; 

ASSURJNG that the activities of such a centre wiJl, moreover, make a necessary contribution to eertsin 
programmes of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and to other relevant agencies; 

CONSIDERING the importance that the establishment of such a centre can have for the development of 
European industry in the field of data processing; 

REALIZING the wiJl to widen the memhership of such a centre to more States; 

have agreed as follows: 
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Artiele 1 -Establishment, Couocil, Member States, Headquarters, Laoguages 

I. A European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts, hereinafter referred to as "the Centre", 
is herehy estahlished. 

2. The organs of the Centre shall he the Council and the Director-General. The Council shall he 
assisted hy a Scientific Advisory Committee and a Finance Committee. Each organ and comminee 
shall carry out its functions within the limits and conditions \aid down in this Convention. 

3. The memhers ofthe Centre, hereinafter referred to as "Memher States", shall he the Stales parties 
to this Convention. 

4. The Centre sha\1 have !ega\ personality in the territory of each Memher State. lt shall in particular 
have the capacity to contract, to acquire and dispose of movahle and immovahle property and to 
he party to legal proceedings. 

5. The Headquarters ofthe Cenrre shall he at Shinfield Park near Reading (Berkshire), in the territory 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Narthem Ireland, unless otherwise decided by the 
Council in accordance withArtiele 6(1)(g). 

6. The officiallanguages ofthe Centre shall he the officiallanguages of the Memher States. 

lts werking languages shall he English, French and German. 

The Council shall determine the extent to which the official and werking languages shall 
respectively he used in accordance withArtiele 6(2)(1). 
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Artiele 2 - The purposes, objectives and actlvities 

I. The primary purposes of the Centre are the development of a capability for medium-range weather 
forecasting and the provision of medium-range weather forecasts to the Member States. 

2 . The objectives of the Centre shall be: 

a) to develop, and operate on a regular basis, global models and data-assimilation systems for 
the dynamics, thermodynamics and composition of the Earth's !luid envelope and interacting 
parts of the Earth-system, with a view to: 

i. preparing forecasts by means of numerical methods; 

u. providing initia! conditions for the forecasts; and 

m. contributing to monitoring the relevant parts of the Earth-system; 

b) to carry out scientific and technica! research directed towards improving the quality of these 
forecasts; 

c) to collect and store appropriate data; 

d) to make available to the Merober States, in the most appropriate form, the results provided for 
in (a) and (b) and the data referred to in (c); 

e) to make available to the Merober States fortheir research, priority being given to the field of 
numerical weather forecasting, a suff'icient proportion of its computing capacity, such 
proportion being deterrnined by the Council; 

f) to assist in implementing programmes of the World Meteorologicai Organization; 

g) to assist in advanced training for the scientific staff of the Member Stales in the field of 
numerical weather forecasting. 

3. The Centre shall establish and operate the installations necessary for the achlevement of the 
purposes defined in paragraph I and the objectives defined in paragraph 2. 

4. As a general rule, the Centre shall publish or otherwise make available under the conditions laid 
down by the Council, the scientific and technica! results of its activities, inasmuch as these results 
are nol covered by Artiele 15. 

5. The Centre may carry out activities requested by third parties that are in line with the purposes and 
objectives of the Centre and that are approved by the Council in accordance with Artiele 6(2)(g). 
The costof such activities shall be bome by the third party concemed. 

6. The Centre may carry out Optional Programmes in accordance withArtiele 11(3). 
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Artiele 3 - Co-operation with other entities 

I. In order to ohtain its ohjectives, the Centre shall co-operate to the largest extent possible, in 
accordance with international meteorological rraditions, with the Gavemmenis and national 
agencies of the Memher States, with States which are not merobers of the Centre and with 
govemmental or non-governmental international scientific and technica! organisations whose 
activities are related to its ohjectives. 

2. The Centre may conclude co-operation agreements to that end: 

a) with States under the conditions laid do"n in Artiele 6(1)(e) or 6(3)(j), 

h) with the national scientific and technica! agencies of the Merober States and witb the 
international organisations referred to in paragraph I, under the conditions laid down in 
Artiele 6(3)(j), 

c) witb national scientific and technica! agencies of non-Member States under the conditions 
laid down in Artiele 6(I)(e). 

3. The co-operation agreements referred to in paragraph 2 may make part of the Centre's computing 
capacity available only to puhlic agencies ofthe Member States. 

Artiele 4- The Council 

l. The Council shall have the powers and shall adopt the measures necessary to implement this 
Conven ti on. 

2. The Council shall be composed of nol more than two representatives from each Memher State, 
one of whom should be a representative of his national meteorological service. These 
representatives may he assisted at Council meetings hy advisers. 

;!., A representative of the World Meteorological Organization shall be invited to take part in the 
work ofthe Council as an observer. 

3. The Council shall elect from among its memhers a President and a Vice-President who shall be 
appointed for one year and who may not be re-elected more than twice in succession. 

4. The Council shall meet at least once a year. lt shall be convened at the request of the President or 
at the request of at least one third of the Memher States. Meetings of the Council shall be held at 
the Headquartcrs of the Centre unless tbe Council decides otherwise in exceptional cases. 

5. The President and Vice-President rnay call on the assistance of the Directar-General m the 
performance of their dut i es. 

6. The Council may set up advisory conunittees and shall deterrnine the composition and duties 
thereof. 
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Artiele 5 - Voting at Council 

I. The presence of the representatives of the majority of Memher States entitled to vote shall he 
necessary to constitute a quorum at meetings ofthe Council. 

2. Each Memher State shall have one vote in the Council. A Memher State shalllose its right to vote 
in the Council if the amount of its unpaid contrihutions exceeds the amount of the contributions 
due from it, under Artiele 13, for the current financial year and for the preceding financial year. 
The Council, acting in accordance with Artiele 6(3)(1), may nevertheless authorise the Memher 
State to vote. 

3. Between meetings of the Council, the Council may dispose of any matter which is urgent by 
means of a postal vote. In such cases, the majority of the Merober States entitled to vote shall 
constitute the quorum. 

4. In determining unanimity and the varieus rnajonties previded for in this Conventien, only vetes 
cast for or against a decision and, in cases where the Council acts in accordance with the 
procedure laid down in Artiele 6(2), the financial contrihutions of the Merober States taking part 
in the vete, shall be taken into account. 
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Artiele 6 - Voting majorities 

I. The Council, acting unanimously, shall: 

a) fix the ceiling of expendituie for imptementing the programme of the activities of the Centre 
over the five years following the en try into force of this Conven ti on; 

b) deeide on the aecession ofStates, in accordanee \vith Artiele 23, and lay down the conditions 
for sueh aeeessions in accordanee withArtiele 13(3); 

e) deeide, in aeeordanee withArtiele 20, on the withdrawal of memhership from a State, that 
State not participating in the vote on this maner; 

d) dec i de on the dissolution of the Centre, in aceordanee withArtiele 21 (I) and (2); 

e) authorise the Director-General to negotiate eo-operation agreements with non-MemberStales 
and with their national seientifie and teehrûeal agencies; it may authorise the Director­
General to conclude such agreements; 

f) eonelude, with one or more of the Member States, in accordanc,e with Artiele 22 of the 
Protocol on Privileges and Immunities provided for in Artiele 16, any additional agreements 
for the purpose of implemenring that Protocol; 

g) decide on any transfer ofthe ECMWF Headquarters, in aeeordance withArtiele 1(5)_ 
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2. The Council, acting by a majority of two-thirds of the Member States, and provided that the sum 
of the contributions from these States represents at least two-thirds of the tata! contributions to the 
budget of the Centre, shall: 

a) adopt the Financial Reguiatiens ofthe Centre; 

b) adopt, in accordance witb Artiele 12(3), the annual budget and the table of the staff 
requirements of the Centre annexed thereto and, if necessary, supplementary or rectifying 
budgets, and endorse the overall estimates of expenditure and revenue for the next three 
financial years; if the Council has not yet adopted the budget, it shall authorise the Directar­
General to incur expenditure and make payments, within a given month, exceeding the limit 
provided for in tbe frrst subparagraph of Artiele 12(5); 

c) adopt, subject to paragraph !(a), the programme ofthe activities ofthe Centre, in accordance 
withArtiele 11(1); 

d) acting on a proposal from the Director-General, take decisions concerning any immovable 
property and equipment whose acquisition or renting by the Centre involves considerable 
expenditure; 

e) adopt the Procedure for Optional Programmes in accordance withArtiele 11(3); 

t) adopt individual Optional Programmes in aceordanee withArtiele 11(3); 

g) approve aetivities requested by third parties in accordance withArtiele 2(5); 

h) decide on the distribution policy for the Centre's products and other results ofits work 

i) dec i de on the measures to be taken in theevent of denunciation of this Convention within the 
meaning of Artiele 19; 

j) dec i de that the Centre shall not be dissolved in the event of denunciation of this Convention 
within the meaning of Artiele 21(1), the denouncing Memher Statesnot taking part in the 
vote of this matter; 

k) determine, in aecordance withArtiele 21(3), the eonditions for winding up the Centrein the 
event of its dissolution; 

1) determine, in accordance with Artiele 1(6), the extent to which the official and working 
languages shall respectively be used. 
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3. The Council, acting by a majority oftwo-thirds: 

a) shall adopt its Rules of Procedure; 

b) shall adopt the Staff Regulations and the scale of the staff salaries of the Centre and shall 
detennine the nature of the additional benefits the staff shall enjoy and the rules for granting 
them; it shall also delermine the rights of officials regarding industrial property rights and 
copyright relating to work done by them in the course of their duties; 

c) shall approve the agreement to be concluded, in accordance with Artiele 16, between the 
Centre and the State in whose territory the Headquarters of the Centre are located; 

d) shall appoint the Director-General of the Centre and his deputy for a period not exceeding 
five years, their appointrnents being renewable one or more times, fora period not exceeding 
five years each time; 

e) shall determine the number of auditors, the length of their appointrnent, the amount of their 
remuneration, and shall appoint them in accordance with Artiele 14(2); 

f) rnay terminale or suspend the appointrnent of the Director-General or his deputy, account 
being taken ofthe provisions ofthe StaffRegulations which are applicable to them; 

g) shall approve the Rules of Procedure of the Scientific Advisory Committee in accordance 
with Artiele 7( 4); 

h) shall adopt the scale of financial contributions of the Member States in accordance with 
Artiele 13(1) and (3) and shall decide to reduce temporarily the contribution of a Member 
State because of special circumstances in that State, in accordance withArtiele 13(2); 

i) shall consider annually the accounts of the previous financial year, together with the balance 
sheet of the assets and liabilities of the Centre, after taking note of the auditors' report, and 
shall give a discharge to the Director-General in respect ofthe implementation ofthe budget; 

j) shall authorise the Director-General to negotiate co-operation agreements with Member 
States, with their national scientific and technica! agencies, and with govemmental or non­
govemmental international scientific and technica! organisations whose activities are related 
to the objectives of the Centre; it may authorise the Director-General to conetude such 
agreements; 

k) shall delermine the conditions under which Heences granted to the Member States pursuant 
to Artiele 15(2) and (3) may be extended to applications other than weather forecasting; 

I) shall decide, in the case provided for in Artiele 5(2), that a Member State rnay retain the right 
to vote, the Member State in question not taking part in the vote on this matter; 

m) shall recommend to Member States, in accordance with Artiele 18, amendments to this 
Conven ti on; 

n) shall determine, in accordance with Artiele 17 of the Protocol on Privileges and Immunities 
provided for in Artiele 16, the categones of staff members to which Artiel es 13 and 15 of that 
Protocol shall apply, in whole or in part, and the categones of experts to which Artiele 14 of 
that Protocol shall apply; 

o) shall adopt the Long-term Strategy of the Centrein accordance withArtiele 11(2). 
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4. When a special majority is not specified, the Council shall act by a simple majority. 

Artiele 7 - The Scientific Advisory Committee 

1. The Scientific Advisory Conuninee shall be composed of twelve merobers appointed in their 
personal capacity by the Council for a period of four years. The Conunittee shall be renewed by 
one quarter every year. Each member may be appointed for only two terros of office in succession. 

A representative of the World Meteorological Organization shall be invited to take part in the 
workof the Cornrnittee. 

The members of the Comrnittee shall be selected from among the scientists of the Merober States 
and shall represem as broad a range as possible of the disciplines relating to the activities of the 
Centre. The Director-General shall submil a list of candidates to the Council. 

2. The Comrnittee shall draw up, for submission to the Council, opinions and recommendations on 
dra ft programme of the activities of the Centre drawn up by the Director-General and on any 
matter submitted to it by the Council. The Director-General shall keep the Conunittee informed 
conceming the irnplernentation of the programme. The Committee shall give opinions on the 
results obtained. 

3. The Conunittee may invite experts, in particular persons belonging to services using the Centre, to 
take part in its work when there are specific problems to be solved. 

4. The Comrnittee shall draw up its Rules of Procedure. These Rules of Procedure shall enter into 
force after approval by the Council acting in accordance withArtiele 6 (3)(g). 

Artiele 8 • Tbe Finance Committee 

I. The Finance Conunittee shall be composed of 

a) one representative of each of the four Merober States paying tbc highest contributions; 

b) representatives of the other Member States, appointed by them fora period of one year; each 
of these States rnay not be represented on the Conunittee more than twice in succession. The 
number of these representatives shall be one-fifth ofthe number ofthe other Member States. 

2. Under the conditions laid down in the Financial Regulations, the Comrnittee shall draw up, for 
submission to the Council, opinions and recomrnendations on all financial matters submitted to the 
Council and shall exercise the financial powers delegaled to it by the Council. 
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Artiele 9 - Tbe Director-Geoeral 

I. The Director-General shall be the chief executive officer of the Centre. He shall represent the 
Centre in dealings with third parties. He shall be responsible to the Council for the execution of 
the tasks assigned to the Centre. He shall take part, without the right to vote, in all meetings of the 
Council. 

The Council shall appoint the person who is to act as Director-General ad interim. 

2. The Director-General shall: 

a) take all measures necessary for the proper functioning ofthe Centre; 

b) exercise the powers accorded to him under the StaffRegulations, subject to Artiele 10(4); 

c) submil to the Council the dra ft programme of the activities and a Long-term Strategy of the 
Centre, logether with the opinions and recommendations of the Scientific Advisory 
Comrnittee; 

d) prepare and implement the budget of the Centre m accordance with the Financial 
Regulations; 

e) keep a precise record of all the revenue and expenditure ofthe Centrein accordance with the 
Financial Regulations; 

f) submit annually for the approval of the Council, the accounts relating to the implementation 
of the budget and the balance sheet of assets and liabilities, drawn up in each case m 
accordance 'vith the Financial Regulations, and the report on the activities of the Centre; 

g) conclude, in accordance withArtiele 6(l)(e) and Artiele 6(3)(j), the co-operation agreements 
necessary for anaining the objectives of the Centre. 

3. In carrying out his tasks, the Director-General shall be assisted by the other staff ofthe Centre. 
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Artiele 10-Tbe Staff 

1. Subject to the second subparagraph, the staff of the Centre shall be subject to the Staff Regulations 
adopted by the Council acting in accordance withArtiele 6 (3)(b). 

If the tenns of employment of a staff member of the Centre do not fall under these Staff 
Regulations, they shall be subject to the law applicable in the State in which the person concemed 
carries out his duties. 

2. The reeruitment of staff shall be based on personal qualifications, account being taken of the 
international character of the Centre. No post may be reserved for nationals of a particular 
Member State. 

3. The Centre may employ staff from national agencies of the Member States seconded to the Centre 
fora specified period. 

4. The Council shall approve the appointrnent and disrnissal of officials in the upper grades defined 
in the StaffRegulations, and ofthe Financial Controller and his deputy. 

5. Disputes arising out of the implementation of the Staff Regulations or the execution of the 
contracts of employment of the staff shall be settled in accordance with the Staff Regulations. 

6. Every person who works at the Centre shall be subject to the authority ofthe Director-General and 
shall conform with all the general rules approved by the Council. 

7. Each Member State shall be required to respect the international character of the responsibilities of 
the Di rector-General and the other officials of the Centre. In the performance of their duties, the 
Director-General and the other officials shall neither seek nor accept instructions from any 
Govemment or authority outside the Centre. 
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Artiele ll - The Programme of Activities, the Long-term Strategy and Optional Programmes 

I. The programme of acrivities of the Centre shall be adopted by the Council acting on a proposal 
from the Director-General in accordance withArtiele 6(2)(c). 

The programme shall cover, in principle, a four-year period and shall be adapted and 
supplemented each year for an addirional period of one year. It shall fix the ceiling of 
ex penditure for the durarion of the programme and shall C{mtain, in addition, an estimate of the 
expenditure arising out of its implementation in respect of each year and each rnaj or category. 

The eeiling of expenditure may only be amended in accordance with the procedure laid down in 
Artiele 6(2)(c). 

2. A Long-term Strategy of the Centre shall be prepared at times and for periods as decided by the 
Council. lts preparatien shall be considered by Council at least every five years. The Long-term 
Strategy shall contain a view of the Centre's strategie goals and indicate the direerion foreseen for 
the development ofthe Centre' s work for the durarion ofthe Strategy. 

The Strategy shall be adopted by the Council aeting on a proposal from the Directer-General in 
accordance withArtiele 6(3)(o). 

3. An Optional Programme is a Programme proposed by a Memher State or group of Member States 
in which all Memher States participate apan from those that formally deelare themselves to be 
non-participating State-s and which contributes to the purposes and objectives of the Centre in 
accordance with Artiel es 2(1) and 2(2). 

a) 'Ibe procedure for Optional Programmes shall be adopted by the Council in accordance with 
Artiele 6(2)(e). 

b) lndividual Optional Programmes shall be adopted by the Council in aecordance with 
Artiele 6(2)(!). 
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Artiele 12 - Tbe Budget 

I. The budget of the Centre shall be dra wn up for each financial year before the beginning of that 
year, under the conditions laid down in the Financial Regulations. 

The expenditure of the Centre shall be met from the financial contributions of the MemberStales 
and any other revenue of the Centre. 

The revenue and expenditure shown in the budget shall be in balance. The budgetshall be drawn 
up in the currency of the State in which the Headquarters of the Centre are located. 

2. All expenditure and revenue ofthe Centre shall be the subject of detailed estimates to be drawn up 
for each fmancial year and shall be shown in the budget. 

Commitrnent appropriations relating to a period extending beyond the financial year may be 
authorised under the conditions laid down in the Financial Regulations. 

In addition, an overall estimate of expenditure and revenue in each major category for the next 
three financial years shall be drawn up. 

3. The Council, acting in accordance with Artiele 6(2)(b ), shall adopt the budget for each financial 
year and the table of the posts of the Centre annexed thereto and any supplementary or rectifying 
budgets and endorse the overall estimate of expenditure and revenue for the next three fmancial 
years. 

4. The adoption of the budget by the Council shall: 

a) oblige each Memher State to make available to the Centre the fmancial contributions 
determined in the budget; 

b) authorise the Director-General to enter into commitrnents and make payments within the 
limits of the appropriations authorised for these purposes. 

5. lf the budget has not been adopted by the Council by the beginning of a financial year, the 
Director-General may, each month, enter into commitrnents and make payments in each chapter 
up to one twelfth of the appropriations in the budget of the preceding financial year, provided that 
he shall not have at his disposal appropriations in excess of one-twelfth of those provided for in 
the draf! budget. 

Memher Stales shall pay each month, on a provisional basis and in accordance with the scale 
provided for in Artiele 13, the amounts necessary for the application of the first subparagraph. 

6. The budget shall be implemenled under the condinons laid down in the Financial Regulations. 
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Artiele 13-Tbe Contributions of Member States 

I. Each Memher State shall pay an annual contribution to the Centre, in convertible currency, based 
on the scale which shall be adopted every three years by the Council acting in accordance with 
Artiele 6(3)(h). This scale shall be based on the average gross national iocome of each Member 
State over the last three ealendar years for which there are statistics. 

2. The Council, acting in accordance with Artiele 6(3)(h), may decide to reduce temporarily the 
contribution of a Member State because of special eireumstances in that State. Special 
circumstances shall in particular be eonsidered to exist where a Member State bas a per capita 
gross national income lower than an amount whlch shall be determined by the Council acting in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in Artiele 6(3). 

3. lf, alter the entry into force of this Convention, a State becomes a party to this Convention, the 
scale of contributions shall be modilied by the Council according to the basis for calculation laid 
down in paragraph I. The new scale shall take effect when the State concemed becomes a party to 
thls Convention. 

A State which becomes a party to this Convention after 31 December of the year during which it 
enters into force shall be required to pay, in addition to the contribution laid down in paragraph 1, 
a single additional contribution to the expenditure previously incurred by the Centre. The amount 
of this additional contribution sha\1 be deterrnined by the Council, acting in accordance with the 
procedure laid down in Artiele 6( I). 

Unless the Council decides otherwise, acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in 
Artiele 6( 1), any additional contribution paid pursuant to the second subparagraph shall be 
deducted from the contributions of the other Memher States. This reduction shall be calculated on 
a pro rata basis according to the contributions actually paid by each Member State prior to the 
current financial year. 

4. If, alter the en try into force of this Conven ti on, a State ceases to be a party to this Conven ti on, the 
scale of contributions shall be modilied by the Council according to the basis for calculation laid 
down in paragraph I. The new scale shall take effect when the State concemed ceases to be a party 
to this Convention. 

5. The methods of payment of the contributions shall be determined in the Financial Regulations. 

Artiele 14- Tbe Audit 

I. The accounts of all revenue and expenditure shown in the budget and the balance sheet of the 
assets and liabilities of the Centre shall, under the conditions laid down in the Financial 
Regulations, be submined for audit to auditars whose independenee is beyond doubt. The purpose 
of the audit, which shall be based on records and if necessary perforrned on the spot, shall be to 
establish that all revenue bas been received and all expenditure incurred in a lawful and regular 
rnanner and that the linancial management of the Centre has been sound. The auditars shall submit 
a report on the annual accounts to the Council. 

2. The Council, acting on a proposal from the Finance Comrnittee in accordance withArtiele 6(3)(e), 
shall delermine the number of auditors, the length of !heir appointrnent, the amount of their 
remuneration, and shall appoint them. 

3. The Directar-General shall give the auditars any inforrnation and assistance needed for the audit 
referred to in paragraph I. 
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Artiele 15- Property rights and Heences 

I. ECMWF shall have world-wide exclusive ownership of all its produels and other results of its 
activities. 

2. Eacb Member State shall be granted, free of charge, for its own requirements in the field of 
weather forecasting, a non-exclusive licence and any other non-exclusive right ofuse, in respect of 
industrial property rights, computer programs and technological information which result from 
work carried out pursuant to tbis Convention and whicb belong to the Centre. 

3. Where the Centre does not possess the rights referred to in paragraph 2, it shall a !tempt to obtain 
the necessary rights, under the conditions deterrnined by the Council. 

4. The conditions under which the licences referred to in paragraph 2 may be extended to 
applications other than weather forecasting shall be the subject of a decision of the Council acting 
in accordance withArtiele 6(3)(k). 

Artiele 16 • Privileges and immunities, and liabilities 

I. The privileges and immunities which the Centre, the representatives of the Memher States, the 
staff and the experts of the Centre enjoy in the territories of the Memher Stales shall be deterrnined 
in a protocol which shall be annexed to this Convention and which shall forrn an inlegral part 
thereof, and in an agreement to be concluded between the Centre and the State in whose territory 
the Headquarters of the Centre are located. This agreement shall be approved by the Council 
acting in accordance withArtiele 6(3)(c). 

Artiele 17- Disputes 

I. Any dispute between Memher Stales or between one or more Memher Stales and the Centre 
concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention, including the Protocol on the 
Privileges and Immunities provided for in Artiele 16 or re lating to one of the cases provided for in 
Artiele 24 of 1hat Protocol, which can not be settled by the good offices of the Council shall, on a 
request made by one party to the dispute to the other, be referred to an arbitration tribunal, set up 
in accordance with the frrst subparagraph of paragraph 2, unless the parties to the dispute agree 
within three months on another forrn of settiement 

2. Each party to the dispute, whether constituted by one or more Memher States, shall appoint one 
memher of the arbitration tribunal within two months from the date on which the request referred 
to in paragraph 1 is received. These memhers shall, within two months of the appointment of the 
second member, appoint a third memher who shall be the chairman of 1he tribunal, and who shall 
nol be a national of a State which is a party to the dispute. If the appointrnent of any of the three 
memhers of the tribunal bas not been made within the prescribed period, it shall be made by the 
President of the International Court of Justice at the request of one of the parties. 

The arbitration tribunal shall take decisions by a majority. lts decisions shall bind the parties to the 
dispute. Each party shall bear the costs of the memher of the tribunal appointed by it and those 
relating 10 its representation at proceedings before the tribunal. Each party to the dispute shall bear 
an equal share of the costs re lating to the chairrnan of the tribunal and any other expenses, unless 
the tribunal decides otherwise. The tribunal shall delermine its other rul es of procedure. 
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Artiele 18- Amendments to the Convention 

I. Each Member State may transmit proposals foramending this Convention to the Director-General. 
The Director-General shall submil such proposals to the other MemberStales at least three months 
before they are to be examined by the Council. The Council shall examine the proposals and may, 
acting in accordance with Artiele 6(3)(m), recommend the Member States to accept the proposed 
amendments. 

2. Amendments recommended by the Council may only be accepted by the Member States in 
writing. They shall enter into force thirty days after receipt by the Secretary-General of the 
Council of the European Uni on of the last written notification of acceptance. 

Artiele 19 - Denunciatioo of the Convention 

I. Atly Memher State may denounce this Convention after it has been in force for five years by 
giving notice to the Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union. Denunciation shall 
take effect at the end of the second fmancial year following the year during which notice is given. 

2. A Memher State which has denounced this Convention shall remain bound to contribute towards 
financing all commitments entered into by the Centre before such denunciation takes effect and to 
respect the obligations which it contracted itself as a Memher State vis-à-vis the Centre before the 
denunciation takes effect. 

3. A Memher State which bas denounced this Convention shall lose its Tights to the assets of the 
Centre and must indemnify the Centre, under the conditions laid down by the Council acting in 
accordance with Artiele 6(2)(i), for any loss for the Centre of property in the tenitory of such a 
State, unless a special agreement is concluded guaranteeing the Centre the use of such property. 

Artiele 20- Non-fulïllmeot of obligations 

Atly Member State which does not fulfil its obligations under this Convention may be deprived of its 
membership by a decision of the Council acting in accordance with Artiele 6(1)(c). In such an event 
Artiele 19(2) and (3) shall be applicable mutatis mutandis. 
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Artiele 21 - Dissolution of the Ceotre 

I. Unless the Council acting in accordance with Artiele 6(2)(j) decides otherwise, the Centre shall be 
dissolved if denunciation of this Convention by one or more Member State results in the levels of 
contributions of the other MemberStales being increased by one-fifth over !heir initia! levels. 

2. In addition to the case referred to in paragraph I, the Centre may be dissolved at any time by the 
Council acting in accordance withArtiele 6( l )(d). 

3. In the even! of dissalution of the Centre, the Council shall appoint a liquidator. 

Unless the Council acting in accordance with Artiele 6(2)(j) decides otherwise, any surplus shall be 
distributed among the Member Stales at the time of dissalution on a pro rata basis according to the 
contributions actually paid by them during the time in which they have been parties to this 
Convention. 

Any deficit shall be met by the Member States on a pro rata basis according to !heir contributions 
fixed for the current financial year. 

Artiele 22- En try into force 

I. This Convention shall be open for signature by the European States mentioned in the Annex until 
11 April 1974 at the General Secretarial ofthe Council ofthe European Communities. 

lt shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. The instruments of ratification, 
acceptance or approval shall be deposited in the arcbives of the General Secretarial of the 
Council of the European Communities. 

2. This Convention shall enter into force on the fust day of the second month following the date of 
its ratification, acceptance or approval by no less than two-thirds of the signatory States, including 
the State in whose territory the Headquarters of the Centre are located, provided that the total 
contributions by these Stales amounts toa least 80 per cent ofthe total contributions in accordance 
with the scale contained in the Annex. 

For any other signatory State, this Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the second 
month following the date ofthe depositofits instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval. 

Artiele 23 - Accession of States 

I . After the en try into force of this Convention, any State wbich is nol a Signatory may aceede to this 
Convention, subject to the consent of the Council acting in accordance with Artiele 6(1)(b). A 
State that wishes to aceede to this Convention shall notify the Directar-General accordingly and 
the latter shall inform the Member Stales of the request at least three months before it is submilled 
to the Council for decision. The Council shall delermine the terms and conditions for the 
accession ofthe State in question, in conformity withArtiele 6(l){b). 

2. lnstrurnents of accession shall be deposited in the archives of the General Secretarial of the 
Council ofthe European Union. For each acceding State, this Convention shall enter into force on 
the first day of the second month following the depositofits instrument of accession. 

17 Amended Convention (August 2005) 



Artiele 24- Notification of signatures and r elated matters 

The Secretary-General of the COlmcil of the European Union shall notify the signatory and acceding 
Stales of: 

a) any signature to this Convention; 

b) the deposit of a.ll instrumentsof ratification, acceptance, approval or accession; 

c) the entry into force ofthis Convention; 

d) any written notification of acceptance of an amendment to this Convention; 

e) the adoption and en try into force of any amendment; 

f) any denunciation ofthis Convention or lossof memhership ofthe Centre. 

As soon as this Convention enters into force and any amendments to it enter into force, the Secretary­
General of the Council of the European Union shall register them with the General Secretarial of the 
United Nations, in accordance with Artiele I 02 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Artiele 25 - The flrst Financlal Year 

I. The first financial year shall run from the entry into force of this Convention until 31 December 
following. In the event of this period beginning during the second half of a calendar year, it shall 
run until 31 December of the following year. 

2. Stales which have signed this Convention but have not ratified, accepted or approved it may be 
represented at meetings of the Council and take part in its work without the right to vote for a 
period of twelve months after the entry into force of this Conven ti on. This period may be extended 
for a further period of six months by the Councîl, acting in accordance with the procedure laid 
down in Artiele 6(3). 

3. At its first meeting the Scientific Advisory Committee shall determine, by drawing lots, the nine 
memhers of the Committee whose terms of office shall expire, in accordance with the first 
subparagraph of Artiele 7( I), at the end of the fust, second and third years of operation of the 
Committee. 

Artiele 26 - Deposit of Convention 

This Convention, and all amendments to it, drawn up in a single original in the Dutch, English, French, 
German, Italian, Danish, Finnish, Greek, Irish, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish 
languages, alltexts being equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives ofthe General Secretarial of 
the Council of the European Union, which shall transmil a certified copy to the Govemment of each 
signatory or acceding State. 
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ANNEX 

PROVISION AL SCALE OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

The scale given below is intended exclusively for the purposes of implemenring Artiele 22(2) of the 
Convention. It in no way prejudices any decisions tobetaken by the Council pursuant to Artiele 13(1) of 
the Convention, conceming futute scales of contributions. 

Countrie.s wbich look part in tbe % 
drafting of the Convention 

Belgium 3.25 

Denmark 1.98 

Federal Republic of Germany 21.12 

Spain 4.16 

France 19.75 

Greece 1.18 

Ireland 0.50 

Ita1y 11.75 

Yugoslavia 1.65 

Luxembourg 0.12 

Netherlands 3.92 

Norway 1.40 

Austria 1.81 

Portugal 0.79 

Switzerland 2.63 

Finland 1.33 

Sweden 4.19 

Turkey 1.81 

United Kingdom 16.66 
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