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AGREEMENT 

ESrABLISHING THE EUROPEAN 

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY CONFERENCE 

THE STATES parties to this Agreemeot, 

CONSCIOUS of the important role of molecular biology in the pro­

gress of science and the vell-being of mankind; 

CONSinERING th&t there is need for completing and intensifying, 

through inter-governmental action, the international co-operation alre&dy 

prev&i ling in this doma.in; 

DESIROUS of developing Furopean co-operation in the domain of 

molecular biology with a viev to encouraging activities vhich are of 

particular scientific merit; 

TAKING NOTE of the acceptance by the European Molecular Biology 

Organization (hereinafter referred to as "EMBO")of those provisions of 

the present Agreement vhich concern it; 

HAVE AGREED as follovs: 

Artiele I 

Establishment of the Conference 

A European Molecular Biology Conference, hereinafter referred to 

as "the Conference", is hereby established. 



Artiele II 

Purposes 

l. Tbe Conference shall provide tor co-operation among Europaan 

States tor fundamental research in molecular biology as well as in other. 

areas of research closely related thereto. 

2. The General Programme to be carried out under the responsibil­

ity of the Conference shall comprise in the first instance: 

a) provision tor training, teaching and research scholarships; 

b) assistance to universities and ether institutions of higher 

learning that wish to receive visiting professors; 

c) the establishment of programmes of courses and the ergani­

zation of study meetings, coordinated with the programmes of 

universities and other institutions of higher learning and 

research. 

The execution of the General Programme is entrusted by the 

Conference to EMBO. 

The General Programme, or the means of its execution, may be 

modified by decision of the Conference taken unanimously by the Memhers 

present and voting. 

J. Projects studied by the Conference which only some Memhers are 

disposed to execute shall be termed Special Projects. Any Special Project 

shall be approved by the Conference by a two-thirds majority of the 

Memhers present and voting. The execution of a Special Project shall be 

the subject of a special agreement between the States participating in 

it. Any Member is entitled to participate at any later time in a Special 

lToject which bas already been approved. 



Artiele III 

The Conference 

1. The Memhers of the Conference are tbe States parties to this 

Agreement. 

2. Tb• Conference may, by decision taken by unanimous vote of tbe 

Memhers present and voting, permit otber European States, as vell as 

States vhicb have made an important contrihution to the vork of EMBO trom 

its foundation, to become Memhers by acceding to tbis Agreement alter it 

bas come into force. 

3. Tbe Conference may, by unanimous vote of tbe Memhers present 

and voting, estahlisb co-operation witb non-Hemher States, natioual 

bodies or international governmental or non-governmental organizations. 

Tbe conditions and terms of sucb co-operation shall be defined by the 

Conference, by unanimous vote of tbe Memhers present and voting, in each 

case according to tbe circumst&nces. 

Artiele IV 

Procedure and Punctions of tbe Conference 

1. The Conterenee shall meet once a year in ordinary session. It 

may &lso meet in extraordinary session at tbe request of tvo-thirds of 

all the Members. 

2. E&cb Memher sball he represented hy not more than tvo delegat~ 

vbo may he accompanied hy advisers. The Conterenee shall elect a Presi­

·dent and tvo Vice-Presidents for a term extending until the next ordinary 

session. 

. '• 



3. The Conference shall: 

a) take the decisions necessary to acbieve the objective pro-

vided for in Arti ele II; 

b) decide upon its place of meeting; 

c) be empovered to bold funds and to conclude contracts; 

d) adopt its Rules of Procedure; 

e) establish by a tvo-third! m&jority of the Memhers present 

and voting such subordinate bodies as may prove necessary; 

f ) approve an indicative scbeme for the realisation of the 

General Program~~~e mentioned in Artiele II, paragra.ph 2 and 

specify its dura.tion. In approving this scheme, the Con­

ference sball determine, by unanimous vote of the Members 

present and voting, tb• maximum credits that may be com­

mitted during that period. This a.mount may not be vs.ried 

therea!ter, unless the Conference by unanimous vote of the 

Members present and voting so decides; 

g) adopt the ordinary a.nnua.l budget by a tvo-thirds maj ori ty 

of the Members present a.nd voting and make the necessa.ry 

financia.l a.rrangements; 

h ) approve the provisiona.l estimate of expenditures for the tvo 

folloving years; 

i ) take note of the pa.rticula.r financia.l provisions relating to 

any Special Proj ect previously adopted by tbose Members 

pa.rticipa.ting in tha.t ·Project; 

j ) a.dopt Pinancial Regulations by a t vo-thirds major i ty of 

Members present a.nd voting; 



k) approve &nd publish its audited &nnU&l accounts; 

l) approve the &nnU&l report presentod by tbe Secretary­

General . 

4. a) (i) E&cb Member sb&ll have one vote in tbe Conference. 

(ii) A Member shall nevertheless not be entitled to vote 

vith reg&rd to the execution of a Special Project un­

less it bas agreed to p&rticip&te in that Project. 

(iii) Statea whicb have signed but not yet ratified, accept­

ed or approved this Agreement may be represented at 

the Conterenee &nd take part in i ts work, vithout the 

rigbt to vote, tor a period of tvo years &!ter the 

coming into force of the Agreement. 

(iv) A Member sball have no vote in the Conterenee if it 

bas not p&id its contributions tor two consecutive 

fin&ncial years. 

b) Except vbere otherwise stipulated in this Agreement, de­

cisions of the Conterenee shall be taken by a majority of 

tbe Members present and voting. 

c) Tbe presence of delegates of a majority of all Members sball 

be necessary to con:sti tute a quorum at any meeting of tbe 

Conference. 

Artiele V 

Tbe Secretary-General 

l. Tbe Conterenee sball sppoint, by a tvo-thirds majority of all 

Members, & Secretary-General for a defined period of time. He sh&ll re­

main in office until the appointment of bis successor. The Secretary-



General shall assist the President of the Conference, and sh&ll m&int&in 

eontinuity of business betveen sessions.He m&y undertake all such actions 

as are required for the conduct of the Conferenee's current business. 

2. The Secrotary-General shall present to the Conference: 

a ) the dr&ft indicative scheme referred to in Artiele IV, para­

gr&ph 3 f); 

b) the ordinary budget and provision&l estim&te provided for in 

Artiele rv, paragraphs 3 g) and h); 

c) tbe partieul&r financial provisions for each Special ~ojec~ 

in aceord&nce vi th Artiele IV, p&r&graph 3 i); 

d ) tbe audited &nnU&l accounts and the &nnU&l report cal led for 

in Artiele rv' p&r&gr&pbs 3 k} and 1). 

3. In tbe exereise of bis duties the Seeretary-General shall make 

use of the services of EMBO. 

Artiele VI 

The Budget 

1. The annual ordinary budget for the folloving finaneial ye&r 

extending t rom 1 January t o 31 December 1 sboving both the expen.ses re­

sulting from the realisation of tbe General Programme and those relating 

to the funetioning of the Conference, together with the estimated ineome, 

shall be submitted to the Conference by the Secrotary-General not later 

than l October of eaeb year. 

2. The expenses of the ordinary budget shall be met by: 

a } the f inancial cont ributions of Members; 

b ) any gifts eontributed by Mombers in addition to their 

finaneial contributions, provided they are eonsistent vith 

the purposes of the Conference; 



c) any otber resources, in particular gifts oftered by private 

organizations or individuals, subject to tbe prior approval 

of tbe Conferenc" given by a tvo-thirds m&jority of those 

present and voting. 

Artiele VII 

Contributions and Auditing 

1. Each Memher shall contribute both to the expenses resulting 

from the realisation of tbe General Programme and to those relating to 

the functioning of the Conference, in accordance vitb a scale vhich shall 

be decided upon every three ye&rs by the Conference by a tvo-thirds 

majority of all the Members and sball be based on tbe average net 

n&tion&l income at factor cost of eacb Memher tor the last three pre­

ceding yeara for vhich st&tistics are available. 

2. Tbe Conterenee may decide, by a two-thirds majority of all 

Members, to t&ke account of any special circumstances affecting a Member 

and to modify its contribution accordingly. In applying this provision 

tbe term "special eircumstances" sball be held to include in particular a 

situation in vhich the per capita national income of a Memher State is 

less than an amount vhich the Conference sb&ll fix by a two-thirds 

majority. 

3. If a State becomes a party to the Agreement, or ceases to be a 

party, the scale of contributions mentioned in paragraph 1 shall be 

modified. The nev scale shall take effect as trom the beginning of the 

financial year following. 

4. The Secretary-General shall notify Memhers of the amount of 

their contributions in accounting units repreaenting a weight of 

0.88867088 grammes of fine gold, and of the dates on vhich payments shall 

be made. 



5. 

receipts 

The Secret&ry-Gener~l 

and disbursements. 

sh&ll keep det&iled accounts of all 

The Conterenee aball appoint audi tors to 

audit its accounts and to examine, in conformity vitb tbe Pinancial 

Regulations, tbe accounts of EMBO. The Secret&ry-General and EMBO shall 

furnish the auditers vitb such inforation and help as tbey -y require 

to carry out their duties. 

Artiele VIII 

Settlement of disputes 

Any dispute betveen tvo or 1110re Memhers concerning the interpreta­

tien or applico. ti on of this A4freement \/bieb is not settled ttJ.r.o~ the 

good offices of the Conterenee shall be aubmitted, at the request of any 

party to the diapute, to the International Court of Justice, unless the 

Memhers coneerned agree vitbin a reasonable lapse of t~e on another mode 

of settlement. 

Artiele IX 

1. Thia Agreement may be amended when not less than tvo-thirds of 

all the Membera have so requested. 

2. A proposal of amendment shall be placed on the agenda of the 

ordinary seaaion which immediately follovs the deposit of tbe proposal 

vith the Secretary-General. Such a proposal may also ba the object of an 

extraordinary seasion. 

3. Any a.mendment to this Agreement sh&ll be adopted unanimously by 

o.ll the Members of the Conference, vbo shall notify tbeir o.cceptance in 

vriting to the Government of Svit~erland. 



4. Ameodmeots shall eoH into force )0 d.ays at ter the deposi t of 

the last vritteo ootifieatioo of aeeept&Dee. 

Artiele X 

Vioding - up 

Subject to &Dy agreemeot vbieh may be made betweeD Members with 

regard to the willdillg-up of the Coofereoee, the Seere~-General shall 

be eotrusted wi th all questions arisiDg trom the wiDding-up of the Coo­

ference. Except vbere othervise provided by the CollfereDCe, the surplus 

shall be d.istributed amo~~g the Melllbera in proportioo to the cootributiona 

paid by them sinee the dates of their becollli~~g parties to this Agreemeot . 

In the event of a deficit, this shall be met by the Melllbers in the aame 

proportioos as those in vbich their cootributions have beeo assessed tor 

the curreot financial year . 

Artiele XI 

Pinal Provisioos 

l. Tbis Agreellll!nt shall be ope11 tor signeture by the Statea vbicb 

have draw it up. 

2. Tbis Agreemeot shall be subject to ratifieation, aceept&Dce or 

approval. Tbe appropriate instruments shall be deposited vith the Govero­

meot of Svitzerland. 

) • Any State not a signatory to this Agreeiiii!Dt may aceede 011 eoo­

dition that it satisfies tbe provisiona of Artiele III, paragrapb 2. The 

instru...ots of aeeessio11 sball be deposit!d vith tbe Govero...ot of 

Svitzerland. 



4. a ) This Agreement shall come into force vhen ratified, accepted 

or approved by the majority of Statea which have dravn it 

up, and on condition th.&t the tot&l contributions of these 

St&tes repreaent at least 70 ~ of the total of contributions 

shovn in the scale annexed to this Agreement. 

b) Por any other sign.atory or acceding State the Agreement 

sh&ll come into f orce on the date of deposit of its in­

strument of ratification, acceptance, approval or &ecession. 

c) This Agreement sh&ll initially remain in force for a period 

of five years. Not less th&n one year before the close of 

that period the Conference sh&ll meet for the purpose of de­

ciding by a tvo-thirds majority of all the Memhers either to 

prolong the Agreement vithout change, or to amend it, or to 

discontinue Europe&n collaboration in the field of molecular 

biology vithin the framevork of the Agreement. 

5. After this Agreement has been in force for five years, a State 

party to the Agreement may denounce it by giving notification to that 

effect to the Government of Svitzerland. Such denunciation shall take 

effect: 

a ) at the end of t he current financial year,if the notification 

h&s been given during the first nine months of that 

financial year; 

b) at the end of the next fin&ncial year, if the notification 

h&s been given in · the l ast three months of the current 

fin&nc i al ye&r. 

6. If a Memher fails to fulfil its obligations under this Agree­

ment, it may be deprived of its memhership by decision of the Conference 

t~en by a majority of tvo-thirds of all the Members. Such decision shall 

be notified to signatory and acceding States by the Secret&ry-General. 

7 . The Government of Svi tzerland shall notify signatory and acced­

ing Stat es of: 



a) all signatures; 

b) tbe deposit of any instrument of ratifieation, aeeeptanee, 

approV&l or aeeession; 

c) tbe entry into force of tbis Agreement; 

d) all vri tten aeceptances notitied under Artiele IX, p&ra.graph 

3; 

e) the en try into force of any amendment; and 

f) any denunei&tion signified in aeeordance witb Artieh XI, 

para.graph 5. 

8 . The Go-vernment of Svitzerland sb&ll, upon tbe colDing into force 

of tb is Agreement, reaister i t wi tb tbe Seeret&ry-Genera.l of tbe Uni ted 

Nati ons in aecordance vitb Artiele 102 of tbe Charter of tbe United 

Na t i ons. 

Artiele XII 

Transitiona.l Provi s ions 

1. For tbe period trom tbe entry into force of tbe Agreement to 

31 December fol1owing, tbe Conference shall make budgetary arrangements 

and expenditure sb&ll be covered by assessments upon Member Statea 

est&b1isbed in aecordanee vit h tbe folloving tvo paragraphs. 

2 . Statea parti u to tbe Agreement upon i ts colDing into force, and 

Statea vbieb may become parties up to 31 December fo1lowing, sha1l to­

gether bear tbe vbole of the expenditure foreseen in the provisional 

budgetary arrangements vhich the Conterenee may &dopt in accordance vith 

paragrapb 1 of tbis Article. 



3. The a.ssessments upon St&tes eovered by pa.ragra.ph 2 a.bove sha.ll 

be esta.blished on a. provisiona.l ba.sis &eeording to the need a.nd in eon­

formity Vith Artiele VII, pa.r&gr&ph 1. On the expiry of tbe period in­

diea.ted in p&ra.gra.pb l a.bove, a. definitive sha.ring of eosts a.s betveen 

these St&tes sha.ll be effeeted on tbe ba.sis of a.etual expenditures. Any 

excess pa.yment by a. St&te, over a.nd a.bove its definitive share a.s thus 

est&blisbed, sb&ll be pla.ced to its credit. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOP, the undersigned plenipotentia..ries, ha.ving been 

duly a.utborized thereto, ha.ve signed this Agreement. 

Done a.t Geneva., this 13 Februa.ry, 1969, in tbe English, Preneb a.nd 

Germa.n la.ngua.ges, tbe three texts being equa.lly a.uthorita.tive, in & 

single origina.l vbicb sha.ll be deposited in tbe a.rehives of the Govern­

ment of Svitzerla.nd, which sha.ll tra.nsmit eertified copies to a.ll 

signa.tory a.n~ a.cceding Sta.tes. 



ANNEX TO THE AG~ 

SETl'Jl."G UP TBE EUROPEAN M>IECULAR BIOLOGY CONmiENeE 

Scal a of contributions drawn up by CERN tor 1967 

on the basis of average national ineomes, 1962 - 1964 

This scale is riven bere so1e1y tor the specitic purposes of 

Artiele XI, par~aph 4 a). It in no vay prejudJ .. the deeisiona vhieh 

the Conterenee vi1l have to take under Artiele VII, par~aph 1 on the 

future sea1es ot eontributions. 

Austria 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Pederal Republic of Germany 

Pranee 

Greece 

Ita1y 

Netherlands 

Norvay 

Spain 

Svadan 

Svitzerland 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern lre1and. 

1,87 

3,51 

2,02 

22,96 

19,06 

1,16 

11,08 

3,82 

1,39 

4,26 

3,96 

3,07 

21,84 

100,00 




